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Kaori HASHIZUME', Nozomi NISHIDA?, Sachiyo ABE?, Yumiko NAKAO*

Yayoi TSUKIGAWA?, Hiroshi YANO?®, Kosho YAMANOUCHI®, Yoko KUSUBA'!, Kazumi UENO”

N S O R W

Department of Health Sciences, Nagasaki University Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences

Nagasaki University Hospital

Tokyo Women's Medical University Hospital

Former Nagasaki University Hospital

Department of Translational Medical Sciences, Nagasaki University Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences
Department of Surgery, Nagasaki University Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences

Japanese Red Cross Hiroshima College of Nursing

Received 29 July 2015
Accepted 1 September 2015

Abstract The purpose of this study was to explore the concerns of breast cancer patients as a mother.
Data was collected through semi-constitutive interviews with six mothers with breast cancer and
analyzed based on the qualitative deductive method. Data analysis revealed six categories of feelings:
“not wanting to worry their children”; “not wanting to be treated like a sick mother”; “wanting to fulfill
the responsibility as a mother”; “wanting to apologize to their children”; “wanting their children to learn
from their mother’'s experience of cancer”; and “being supported by children”. While the patients felt
apologetic to their children for they felt they were not able to fulfil their role as a mother, the presence of
children had been a spiritual support. For breast cancer patients with children who need to adjust their
life whilst continuing treatment, nurses are suggested to consider the patient’s children’s age when
providing support, and also consider support for the patient’s children.

Health Science Research 28 : 29-35, 2016
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