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The Effect of Different Presentation Themes on the Presentation Skill Trainings

Kaori YANO™
“I Center for Regional Educational Partnerships, Nagasaki University

Abstract
This study aimed at examining whether different themes in oral presentation trainings show
some effects on the order of verbal and non-verbal trainings as well as on the oral
presentation ratings. The presentation topic was ‘academic research’. The participants were
divided into 2 groups. The first group received a verbal-skill training followed by a
nonverbal-skill training. The second group received the trainings in the reverse order. The
presentation by the participants were video-taped after each training and the recordings
were rated by the experts and the participants themselves in terms of four aspects:
Organization, Language, Delivery and Main Message. Then the results were compared with
the previous results of self-introduction study. The self-rated scores for Delivery improved
after each training session regardless of the training order, which was in line with the results
for ‘self-introduction’. The experts' ratings were found to have improved in all four aspects
for all groups after two training sessions. This was the same as the previous results.
Organization may improve when the presenters receive a verbal-skill training first for the
theme of ‘self-introduction’. On the other hand, in the groups the participants presented on
‘academic research’, the training order had no related with the score because (both groups
improved the score as well) This result may have been obtained because some themes are
easier to understand than others. In conclusion, the present results suggested that the order
for the verbal-skill and nonverbal-skill trainings should be decided based on the possible

effects of understanding the presentation theme.
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