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Abstract

This paper clarifies three reasons why MONOPOLY (board
game) has gateways for the history, principles, and policies of the
banks and/or Central Banks. First, after reviewing the history of
the actual banks briefly, we describe the emerging process of banks
in the capitalistic economy by not historically but theoretically. Sec-
ond, we compare the Bank/Banker in MONOPOLY with the finan-
cial capital (in theory) from some specific viewpoints, i.e., risk, risk
-hedge, creditor, loan condition, loan customer, main business, etc.
Then, we rethink the significance and role of the financial capital.
Third, we try to explain the reason why the Bank/Banker in MO-
NOPOLY can keep away from any conflict of interest among all
players (including the Banker him/herself). Looking into the histori-
cal process of the juridical span in so-called “real subrogation,” we
can find that the tone of the Judgments of the Supreme Court in
Japan has changed thus far: from for actual financial institutions
to against them. This is why they can never play part of the govern-
ment or the court either, while the Bank/Banker in MOMOPOLY

can and/or must do both.

Keywords : Bank/Banker in MONOPOLY, actual financial institu-
tions, the financial capital (in theory), real subrogation, the Judg-

ments of the Supreme Court in Japan
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BANKER:-- Select as Banker a player who will also make a good Auctioneer. A
Banker who plays in the game must keep his/her personal funds separate from those
of the Bank. When more than five persons play, the Banker may elect to act only as
Banker and Auctioneer.
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THE BANK:- - Besides the Bank's money, the Bank holds the Title Deed cards and
houses and hotels prior to purchase and use by the players. The Bank pays salaries
and bonuses. It sells and auctions properties and hands out their proper Title Deed
cards; it sells houses and hotels to the players and loans money when required on
mortgages. The Bank collects all taxes, fines, loans and interest, and the price of all
properties which it sells and auctions. The Bank never “goes broke.” If the Bank runs
out of money, the Banker may issue as much more as may be needed by writing on
any ordinary paper.
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BUILDING SHORTAGES:-- When the Bank has no houses to sell, players wishing to

build must wait for some player to return or sell his/her houses to the Bank before
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building. If there are a limited number of houses and hotels available and two or more
players wish to buy more than the Bank has, the houses or hotels must be sold at auc-
tion to the highest bidder.

K RTVORR  FATIZR LR R VEE, ReETZWT LAY =, o7 LAY —
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MORTGAGES: -+ Unimproved properties can be mortgaged through the Bank at any
time. Before an improved property can be mortgaged, all the buildings on all the prop-
erties of its color-group must be sold back to the Bank at half price. The mortgage
value is printed on each Title Deed card. No rent can be collected on mortgaged prop-
erties or utilities, but rent can be collected on unmortgaged properties in the same
group. In order to lift the mortgage, the owner must pay the Bank the amount of the
mortgage plus 10% interest. When all the properties of a color-group are no longer
mortgaged, the owner may begin to buy back houses at full price. The player who
mortgages property retains possession of it and no other player may secure it by lifting
the mortgage from the Bank. However, the owner may sell this mortgaged property to
another player at any agreed price. If you are the new owner, you may lift the mort-
gage at once if you wish by paying off the mortgage plus 10% interest to the Bank. If
the mortgage is not lifted at once, you must pay the Bank 10% interest when you buy
the property and if you lift the mortgage later you must pay the Bank an additional
10% interest as well as the amount of the mortgage.
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MISCELLANEOUS: - Money can be loaned to a player only by the Bank and then
only by mortgaging property. No player may borrow from or lend money to another
player.
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