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Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant Accident and Comprehensive Health Risk
Management—Global Radiocontamination and Information Disaster

Shunichi Yamashita!?

Abstract: The Great East Japan Earthquake on March 11, 2011, besides further studying the appropriateness of
the initial response and post-countermeasures against the severe Fukushima nuclear accident, has now increased
the importance of the epidemiological study in comprehensive health risk management and radiation protection;
lessons learnt from the Chernobyl accident should be also implemented. Therefore, since May 2011, Fukushima
Prefecture has started the “Fukushima Health Management Survey Project” for the purpose of long-term health
care administration and early diagnosis/treatment for the prefectural residents. Basic survey is under investigation
on a retrospective estimation of external exposure of the first four months. As one of the four detailed surveys, the
thyroid ultrasound examination has clarified the increased detection rate of childhood thyroid cancers as a
screening effect in the past three years and so thyroid cancer occurrence by Fukushima nuclear power plant
accident, especially due to radioactive iodine will be discussed despite of difficult challenge of accurate estimation
of low dose and low-dose rate radiation exposures. Through the on-site valuable experience and a difficult
challenge for recovery, we should learn the lessons from this severe and large-scale nuclear accident, especially
how to countermeasure against public health emergency at the standpoint of health risk and also social risk

management.
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