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Nagasaki Medical College Library before the Nagasaki Atomic Bombing

Yuko MATSUMURA

Nagasaki University Library. 1-12-4, Sakamoto, Nagasaki-city, Nagasaki 852-8523, Japan

Abstract: Because of the atomic bomb that was dropped on
August 9, 1945, little information is available about the Nagasaki
Medical College Library. The author researched the history of
the library based on the annual report of the Nagasaki Medical
College and other documentation. Statutes authorizing the
Nagasaki Medical College Library were made in 1926, and
the library building was completed in August of that year. On
September 7, 1929, Imperial Ordinance No. 302 formed the
posts of director and librarian. The maximum number of books
that an individual could borrow from the library was 5, and
the period was set at 14 days. The opening hours on weekdays
and Saturday were basically from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. but varied
with the seasons. There were 59 staff members, including a
director. The first librarian, Rin'ichi Yamaguchi, worked at the
library for 26 years. His fourth son, Shinzo, also worked there

but died during the bombing. The library had a reading room,
an office, and 2 stack rooms. In 1941, it housed over 70,000
books, the majority of which originated from the West, as well
as rare materials such as ‘Koi Geka Soden’ by Narabayashi,
“Amoenitatum exoticarum” by Kaempler, and a stethoscope
and a Kunstlijk, each of which was brought to Japan for the first
time by Mohnike and Pompe. However, all these items were
destroyed by the atomic bomb of August 9, 1945, and all the
staff members died. The director, Yoshindo Ikeda, died while in
an anatomy classroom. The stacks survived the blast, but most
of the books were lost because of fire.

Key words: history; medical library; Nagasaki Medical College
(Igaku Toshokan. 2013;60(3):250-256)
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