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The Movement of Residents in the Construction Process of the Geopark Concept:
A Case Study of Mishima Village, Kagoshima Prefecture

Satoshi FUKAMI, Mamoru OKUBO
Abstract

The purpose of this research is to discuss the challenges as well as prospects for carrying out geopark activities that
will become an integral part of the region by focusing on the awareness of local residents regarding the process of the
transition of the geopark. In order to investigate the possibilities of the island region in particular, Mishima village in
Kagoshima prefecture, which is the only place located within the island region as of September 2013, was selected as a
research target among the regions currently aiming for the approval of a Japanese geopark. The study was conducted by
questionnaire survey method through the distribution of inquiries to all households of Satsuma Iwo-jima, which will be
the center of the geopark concept of Mishima village.

As a result the following three points were clarified.
1) Since it is essential that the significance of the geopark as well as regional vision to aim for is spread throughout the
residents, the formation of a promotion system for this purpose is necessary.
2) It will become important for proactive work to take root in the region in order to lead to geopark activities by the
local residents in the area.
3) To have proactive work by local residents to take root, the encouragement of rediscovering local resources is
effective. For this, the continuation of careful discussions is required in the construction process of the geopark.
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