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Development and Management of the Trawl Fishery
in the East China Sea and the Yellow Sea

Chikashi Kataoka and Kazuhiko KaMEDA

The otter-trawl fishery led the capitalistic fisheries development in Japan and was characterized
by an investment from outside the fisheries section and a typical capitalistic management by reason of
this imported large-scale fishery. This fishery was developed in the East China Sea and the Yellow Sea
apart from the coastal areas where conflicts with the coastal fisheries were caused frequently.

This paper describes the development process of this fishery before the Second World War in both
view points of the economic management and the covering of the entire sea area. The development
process is divided into four periods.

(1) Fisheries establishment—the First World War

After some wooden boat trials, the steel otter-trawl fishery gained ground in 1907 and expanded
rapidly by vigorous outside investment while including any speculators. The technology was
transferred to domestically. The government exchanged the policy from encouragement to isolation of
the fishing ground to the East China Sea and the Yellow Sea. Due to over-fishing and mal-
management during the recession, the trawl fishery fell into a slump. However, at the moment of
rapid rising boat-prices during the War, almost all boats were sold out.

(2) The First World War—the beginning of the Showa era

When the trawl boats became few left, the government restricted the number of boats available
for protection of fish-stock and the trawl fishery itself. As boat-prices went down a few years after
the War, trawl boats were constructed again up to the limitation. Compared to before the War, the
boat owners were selected on the marine industries relative persons list. The Kyoudo-gyogyo
Company increased by collecting the boats, heightening productivity through an introduction of new
technology, and settling the branch factory in Taiwan. While a large number of pair-boats trawl
embarked to the East China Sea and the Yellow Sea, it resulted in a severe competition with the otter-
trawl fishery and the captured fish had changed from valuable breams to material fish of the paste.

(3) The Great Depression —the China-Japan War

During the Great Depression, trawl fisheries managements fell dull, while the Kyoudo-gyogyo
Com. rationalized through a settlement of its own base, and consolidated other trawlers resulting in
the exclusive position of the otter-trawl fishery, and advanced to the pair-boats trawl fishery.
Further, this company built for the first time a diesel boat installed with a freezer capable of working
on the distant voyage. This company settled a branch factory in Hong Kong, however it didn’t
continue by reason of the anti-Japanese movement against the Manchurian Incident. After the
depression, a rise of fish price together with inflation improved its management.

(4) the China-Japan War —the Asia-Pacific War

During the war time, a lack of fisheries material, a conscription of the boats and the crews, and

also the war damage annihilated the trawl fishery ultimately. Kyoudou-gyogyo Com. and other
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trawlers had been reorganized toward the nationally controlled company, while the newly established

companies in Taiwan and in Shanghai had accomplished their roll to supply the fishes until the end of

the War.
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