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Abstract

Purpose: This study aimed to compare the perception of the residents of the T-housing complex of
Nagasaki City towards relationship with local children, neighbors, and autonomous association according
to the structure and life stage of the family of the respondents.

Methods: A six-page questionnaire was developed and distributed to 717 residents of the T housing
complex older than 20 years of age. The studied variables included basic characteristics (e.g. age, gender,
economic condition, relationship between the respondent and each family member, etc.), perception and
level of participation in community-based child-rearing and activities.

Results: Respondents from the expanded family were less likely to show an interest in participating
in community-based activities, particularly child-rearing and supporting the elderly.

Discussion: One can assume that the members of the expanded family in the T housing complex may
contain sufficient manpower within the family for child-rearing and elderly care-giving. Therefore,
members of the expanded family are also less likely to participate in activities within the community and
are likely to isolate themselves from other community members.
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