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Dear Dad,

in consequence of a trivial altercation with a Captain Tapper, of Wild
Violet Lodge, whom I happened to step upon in the corridor of a train, I had a
pistol duel this morning in the woods near Kalugano and am now no more.
Though the manner of my end can be regarded as a kind of easy suicide, the en-
counter and the ineffable Captain are in no way connected with the Sorrows of
Young Veen. In 1884, during my first summer at Ardis, I seduced your daughter,
who was then twelve. Our torrid affair lasted till my return to Riverlane; it
was resumed last June, four years later. That happiness has been the greatest
event in my life, and I have no regrets. Yesterday, though, I discovered she had
been unfaithful to me, so we parted....Lots of flowers, please!

Your loving son, Van?

HiEHSHKRTS, COFEPSRY > Y OENROBLSELN S, NEOKREICH-T
BET AOEEEZROREEEALT, BRI O LED ELAZOROERD SEHBE 0
FOER-TVWEES Thb, LLY > VidTOFEETEELEAE LI, BWOR
T, BEHELAEVWFERE & FVIEL TRBOEARL -

Dad,
I had a trivial quarrel with a stranger whose face I slapped and who killed me
in a duel near Kalugano. Sorry! (244)
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My only love :

This letter will never be posted. It will lie in a steel box buried under a cypress
in the garden of Villa Armina, and when it turns up by chance half a millennium
hence, nobody will know who wrote it and for whom it was meant. It would not
have been written at all if your last line, your cry of unhappiness, were not my
cry of triumph. The burden of that excitement must be. . . (The rest of the sen-
tence was found to be obliterated by a rusty stain when the box was dug up in
1928. The letter continues as follows) . . . back in the States, I started upon a
singular quest. . . . I kept pursuing the picture which I had not (badly discolored)
on the boat, from cinema to cinema, every time discovering a new item of glo-
rious torture, a new convulsion of beauty in your performance. That (illegible)
is a complete refutation of odious Kim’s odious stills. . . . (392-93)
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