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War and Statehood
—What on Earth is Going on in the Middle East™—

Abdurrahman Gulbeyaz (Nagasaki University)

Abstract

This paper is a slightly modified written version of the author’s speech given on 28
May 2019 at the symposium “Future of Peace Education: Connecting Hawaii and Nagasaki”,
which was held on the Bunkyo Campus of Nagasaki University.

The text is comprised of four sections. In the first part, on the basis of a mental experi-
ment, a brief radical-critical depiction of human being and human civilization is undertaken.
The second part deals with the phenomenon of war in its organic and interdependent con-
nection to state and statehood.

The focus of the third section lies on the concept of peace. Embedded in the context of
the history of so-called “Western Civilisation”, a small selection of prevalent philosophical,
theoretical and theological approaches to ‘peace’ are critically reassessed.

What the author of the text at hand thinks about peace and the possibility of its reali-
sation is outlined, in a rather cursory manner, in the short closing section.
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