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Subject or Citizen?: African Citizenship between Resilience and Resistance

Gaku MORIGUCHI (Tokyo University of Agriculture)

Abstract

This paper examines the subjectivity of African citizenship in the term of resilience,
which we need to argue under the postcolonial conditions in Africa. At first, the concept of
"resilience” will be considered critically through the author’s experience in the aid work in
East African regions. Secondly, the dilemma of the African citizenship is proposed by look-
ing at Mamdani's authentic text of“Citizen and Subject”. The colonial legacy of “Divide and
Rule” has brought the condition of so-called “the bifurcated states” in African countries and
still been suffered by the result of it, which are clientelism, conflicts, and, so-called the col-
lapsed state’s condition. In that sense, African subjectivity can be both categorized as one
of resilience and resistance. I would like to point out the idea of resilience, on one hand, con-
tains the ideal notion of modern citizenship for the African Nation—States, on the other, it
also introduces us to the subject of resistance under the current political environment in
Africa. Although the most of cases are picked up by reviewing recent ethnographic notes
in Uganda, partly I will describe the case in my research field at a slum area in Kampala,
which will show us the highly flexible and plastic sense of the self, which would be the basis
of the African citizenship.
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