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The Return Migration of nurses who entered Japan under
the bilateral Economic Partnership Agreement

Yuko O. Hirano (Nagasaki University)

Abstract

Career development can motivate nurses to cross national borders. This paper dis-
cusses the potential for career development among returning Indonesian nurses who en-
tered Japan under the Japan-Indonesia Economic Partnership Agreement (JIEPA). The
JIEPA scheme requires Indonesian nurses to have at least two years of work experience
before entering Japan. It also establishes that nurses must obtain work eligibility by pass-
ing the national nursing board examination in Japanese within three years. This demon-
strates that in terms of career development, passing Japan's national nursing examination
is key, as a Japanese nursing license enables them to perform nursing work in the country.
However, some returning nurses, especially those who entered Japan before 2012, when
Indonesia introduced a five-year renewal system for nursing professionals, were precluded
from obtaining work authorization in Indonesia. For these nurses, work experience in Ja-
pan cannot be counted when they attempt to renew their nursing license in Indonesia. Ja-
pan must seek to assist Indonesian nurses in moving across the border without interrupt-
ing their career development process.
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