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A Comparative Study on the Production Structure of

Fish Culture in Japan and Korea
Yoshinori IpE and Tsuneo Yaal

The fish culture in Japan and Korea has increased its output rapidly and ac-
quired a very important position in their fishery industry. Comparing the production
structure, however, we found some different aspects between them. It is evident
that the owners of fish culture are different between two countries. In Japan, they
are the fishermen of coastal fishery, while in Korea, the production of fish culture
is managed mainly by big businesses. We found some major differences between
fisheries cooperatives as well. The Japanese cooperatives are carrying out selling,
purchasing, financing, and etc. as general cooperative. In Korea, their management
is biased to financing. It will be very important for Korean fisheries cooperative
to reexamine the role of itself and to improve their organization to be truly useful
for coastal fishermen. Because the system of fisheries rights is changing, the Ko-
rean coastal fishermen who belong to the fishing village self-rule organization
(Eo-chon-gye) are expected to strengthen its capability and to bear the fish culture.
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Table 1. Labor power of Korean fishery
1970 1984 1990
Household 194601 146866 134137
Full-time - 26773 26176
Part-time - 120093 107961
Fishermen 367645 263589 212346

Source : Yearbook of Fishery Statistics.

Table 2. Conditions of fishing-boat in Korea

1972 1984 1990

Total Number 67649 90463 99658

Tonnage 451767 852189 976731
Aquaculture  Number 18688 36625 37831

Tonnage 20923 44825 46601
Coastal and Number 47464 49741 57987
offshore Tonnage 247671 433035 522021
Inland water Number 341 2993 3057

Tonnage 338 2581 2559

Number 455 648 783
Tonnage 23545 37724 405550

Source: The same as Table 1.

Deep-sea

Table 3. Output of each fishery in Korea
Unit: 1000M/T
1972 1984 1990 90/72
Aquaculture 160 678 773 483
Coastal and offshore 959 1524 1542 1.61
Inland water 1 50 34 34.00
Deep-sea 224 658 925 413
Total 1344 2910 3274 244

Source: The same as Table 1.
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Table 4. Output of cultured fish in Korea

Unit: M/T

1989 % 1990 %

Yellowtail 1569 59.0 462 174
Flatfish 249 9.4 1037 39.0
Sea-bream 129 4.8 228 8.6
Sea-bass 98 3.7 391 14.7
Rock-fish 96 36 386 . 145
Others 520 195 152 5.7
Total . 2661 100.0 2656 100.0

Source: The same as Table 1.
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Table 5. Situations of Eo-chon-gye (1990)

number member

KYONGGI-DO 76 9983
KANG-WON-DO 60 6146
CH'UNGCH'ONGNAM-DO 70 12966
CHOLLABUK-DO 54 6621
CHOLLNAM-DO 774 54816
KYONGSANGBUK-DO 136 10369
KYONGSANGNAM-DO 340 - 31308
CHEJU-DO 38 14983

Total 1598 147192

Source: The same as Table 1.
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